Mums-to-be plead to raise their babies on illegal site 

Westminster demo 
by travellers’ group 



■ Lot us be - travellers from the illegal settlement at Dale Farm, Grays Hill, protested outside 
Westminster 


■ By JON AUSTIN 

Political repotter 

TRAVELLERS held a demo 
against mass eviction outside 
Westminster. 

Dubbed a “pregnant mothers 
plea”, the protest went ahead as 
a briefing on new planning leg- 
islation and enforcement of 
sites for local authorities took 
place inside. 

Travellers from the huge 
unauthorised site at Oak Lane, 
Crays Hill, near Billericay, made 
the journey to wave banners 
stating “Stop ethnic cleansing. 
Save our homes”. 

A petition from five pregnant 
travellers, and campaigner Nora 
Egan who recently gave birth to 
a baby girl, was handed to repre- 
sentatives of Ruth Kelly, the 
newly-appointed Minister for 
Communities and Local Govern- 
ment, who took over responsi- 
bility from John Prescott. 

Campaigner Kathleen Mc- 
Carthy, vice-chairman of the 
Dale Farm Residents Com- 
mittee, said: “We believe a 
young woman like Ruth Kelly 
will truly listen to us and not let 
Basildon Council bulldoze our 
homes and drive us out on the 
road. 

“Everyone is worried to death 
about what will happen to our 
new-born babies if this is 
allowed to happen. We fear that 
a child will be killed.” 

Mrs McCarthy joined several 
national gipsy and traveller 
organisations at the talks last 
Thursday, held by Mrs Kelly’s 
departments alongside officials 
from local councils, including 
Basildon. 


She added: “We can’t under- 
stand how, in this day and age, 
Malcolm Buckley, the Tory head 
of the council, against the 
protests and opposition of all 
the Labour and Liberal Demo 
crat councillors, could push 
through a vote to spend nearly 
£3million to destroy our lives, 


and the lives of our children. 

“Mr Prescott did not want to 
see us evicted with nowhere to 
go and suggested we be allowed 
to move to land at Piteea. 

“But most of us have invested 
just about all we have in Dale 
Farm, in our chalets and mobile 
homes, our yards and our gar- 


dens. Our wish, is to be permit- 
ted to stay where we are and to 
be left alone.” 

Cliff Codona, chairman of the 
UK Traveller Forum, called for a 
moratorium on evictions until 
new sites are found. He also 
asked for continued talks with 
the department 


MP criticises commission report 


MP JOHN Baron has criticised a 
Commission for Racial Equality 
report on sites for travellers. 

With two controversial trav- 
eller’s sites in his constituency, 
Mr Baron’s involvement in the 
issue has included visits to the 
camps at Crays Hill and 
Hovefields. 

The commission courted con- 
troversy by releasing its report, 
which included a demand that 
local authorities provide long- 
term sites for travellers. 

After reading the report. 


Billericay MP Mr Baron said: 
“The report is disappointing 
because it is only advocating a 
half-hearted half measure. 

“Of course site provision is 
important, but the Government 
must force councils to provide 
authorised sites where there is 
demand and for which an honest 
rent and council taxes can be 
paid, otherwise in some areas it 
will never happen. 

“Even then, this is only half 
the answer” 

The commission, a Govern- 


ment-funded quango, is backing 
the travellers who Basildon 
Council wants to evict. 

Comprising of a panel, that 
includes travellers, the commis- 
sion consulted 200 local authori- 
ties and 400 other people 
involved with the issue. 

It then produced a report 
demanding 500 acres through- 
out the country be allocated for 
4,500 pitches. 

However, Mr Baron wants 
councils to have much greater 
powers before the report is con 


sidered. He said: “The 
Government must also give 
councils much stronger powers 
to deal with those travellers who 
insist on breaking the law. 

“Without this twin-track 
approach, the sad conflict we 
are seeing in our communities 
will continue. 

“The commission attempts to 
ensure equality 

“However, it will fail to do this 
if it does not recognise that the 
law-abiding majority also has 
rights ” 



